Tuberculosis anl National Health
sanatoria to notify immediately after the end of each week particulars
of cases of tuberculosis admitted to, and discharged from, the institutions
during the preceding week. Article 7 deals with the diagnosis of tuber"
culosis which must not be based exclusively on the evidence of infection
obtained from tuberculin tests. The duties of medical officers of health
as defined in Article 10 relate to the receipt of notifications of tuberculosis
and to the addition to, and removal from, the tuberculosis register of the
names of notified persons. Each quarter the medical officer of health
has to submit a statement giving particulars of the number of cases on
the tuberculosis register, and of the additions to, and removals from, the
register which have been made.
Recovery from tuberculosis is defined as the absence of symptoms,
signs, or other evidence of existing disease for a period of five years in
the case of respiratory tuberculosis and for a period of three years in the
case of other forms of tuberculosis.
The notification of cases of tuberculosis to the medical officers of health
of the districts in which the patients reside postulates the adoption of
preventive measures. Article u of the Regulations requires the medical
officer of health to make such inquiries and take such steps as are necessary
to investigate the source of infection, to prevent the spread of infection,
and to remove conditions favourable to infection. Article 12 deals with
special powers and duties of local authorities in relation to the disease;
these include the supply of medicine or other assistance, including articles
which may be necessary for the detection and prevention of the disease
and the provision and distribution of information and instruction regard'
ing tuberculosis and the precautions to be taken to prevent the spread
of infection. Article 13 specifies the circumstances under which notifica^
tion is not required.
Additional duties devolve upon medical practitioners in regard to the
notification of insured patients. As prescribed by the National Health
Insurance (Medical Benefit) Regulations, 1936, the duties include
(a) sending to the Tuberculosis Officer an initial report of a patient
suffering from tuberculosis on Form G.P. 17 (Revised); referring a case
of suspected tuberculosis to the Tuberculosis Officer for advice on Form
G.P. 35 and (c) forwarding a record of the progress of a patient under
domiciliary treatment on Form G.P. 36 at intervals not exceeding three
months. The duties of medical practitioner in respect of patients also
include sending information of any serious change in the condition of
insured patients suffering from tuberculosis who are receiving treatment
from him and information regarding any emergency treatment to a
tuberculous patient who has not been recommended treatment under
him. The medical practitioner has also to confer with the Tuberculosis
Officer from time to time in regard to patients suffering from the disease.
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